for whom Calvin accounted by placing them in his category of
the predestinately damned.
Hence the Bible, scientifically obsolete in all other respects,
remains interesting as a record of how the idea of God, which is
the first effort of civilized mankind to account for the existence
and origin and purpose of as much of the universe as we are
conscious of, develops from a childish idolatry of a thundering,
earthquaking, famine striking, pestilence launching, blinding,
deafening, killing, destructively omnipotent Bogey Man, maker
of night and day and sun and moon, of the four seasons and their
miracles of seed and harvest, to a braver idealization of a
benevolent sage, a just judge, an affectionate father, evolving
finally into the incorporeal word that never becomes flesh, at
which point modern science and philosophy takes up the problem
with its Vis Naturae, its Elan Vital, its Life Force, its Evolu-
tionary Appetite, its still more abstract Categorical Imperative,
and what not?
Now the study of this history of the development of a hypo-
thesis from savage idolatry to a highly cultivated metaphysic is as
interesting, instructive, and reassuring as any study can be to an
open mind and an honest intellect. But we spoil it all by that
lazy and sluttish practice of not throwing out the dirty water
when we get in the clean. The Bible presents us with a succession
of gods, each being a striking improvement on the previous one,
marking an Ascent of Man to a nobler and deeper conception of
Nature, every step involving a purification of the water of life
and calling for a thorough emptying and cleansing of the vessel
before its replenishment by a fresh and cleaner supply. But we
baffle the blessing by just sloshing the water from the new foun-
tain into the contents of the dirty old bucket, and repeat this folly
until our minds are in such a filthy mess that we are objects of
pity to the superficial but clearheaded atheists who are content
without metaphysics and can see nothing in the whole business
but its confusions and absurdities. Practical men of business
refuse to be bothered with such crazy matters at alL
Take the situation in detail as it develops through the Bible.
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